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we know the author and date. It was written (or
rather put together, for books were not then written)
by Tissa, the son of Moggali, about the year 250
B.C., at the Court of Asoka, the famous Buddhist
Emperor of India. At that late period in the
history of early Buddhism, the church or community
was much torn by dissension and heresies. Asoka
took great pains to restore the purity of the original
faith. And Tissa, in furtherance of that object, re-
futed in this most curious ancient book two hundred
and fifty-two of the most dangerous and important
heresies put forward by the leading opponents of
the orthodox school. There is nothing metaphysical
in it. But it is most interesting from the compara-
tive point of view that the most far-reaching cause
of the decay of the primitive faith is here shown to
have been the growth of what we should call super-
stitious views about the person of the Buddha. You
will recollect how, in the history of the Christian
Church, a very similar state of things existed, how
the early Church was rent by dissensions arising out
of the differing views as to the person of Christ, and
as to his relation to the First Person in the Trinity.
But in the Christian Church it was the new views,
not found in the New Testament, that prevailed.
In the Buddhist community, the new views were
held at bay, and only succeeded, after a long inter-